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to remedy a state of things which was a real danger to the workmen employed on the canal. So our friend started to make out his charge. According to him Colon was " an unsanitary hog-wallow," with no proper water-supply. Ordinary precautions against the grave danger to the labourers arising from this source had been neglected, while ridiculous provision, indicative of midsummer madness, had been made for their comfort by stretching an awning over a quarter of a mile long to protect their heads from the rays of the tropical sun while they worked. Finally he filled a bottle with the water, and carried it off to Jamaica to have it tested there by the British Government analyst with the idea of afterwards producing this piece de conviction in confirmation of the charges he intended to make.
I was quite distressed to hear of this trouble brewing for the President and Mr. Taft, and, as we were also going on from Colon to Jamaica, I begged Walter to let me take a bottle of the same water to be tested by the same man, thinking that our friend would exaggerate his Report and be confounded by the production of mine.
Alas ! when the Report reached me later in Washington it was so lad that my proposed line of defence there and then fell to the ground ! . " Unfit for human consumption " was the damning writing on the bottle. In a letter accompanying this verdict, the British analyst proposed a system of filtration through gravel which would make the water innocuous until a more radical cure could be effected. I passed on his letter to Mr. Taft.
The sequel was amusing. The journalist brought his terrible charge against Mr. Taft,' who, rising toi94                  ' INDISCRETIONS'

to remedy a state of things which was a real danger
to the workmen employed on the canal. So our
friend started to make out his charge. According
to him Colon was " an unsanitary hog-wallow," with
no proper water-supply. Ordinary precautions
against the grave danger to the labourers arising
from this source had been neglected, while ridiculous
provision, indicative of midsummer madness, had
been made for their comfort by stretching an awning
over a quarter of a mile long to protect their heads
from the rays of the tropical sun while they worked.
Finally he filled a bottle with the water, and carried
it off to Jamaica to have it tested there by the British
Government analyst with the idea of afterwards
producing this piece de conviction in confirmation of
the charges he intended to make.

I was quite distressed to hear of this trouble brewing
for the President and Mr. Taft, and, as we were also
going on from Colon to Jamaica, I begged Walter
to let me take a bottle of the same water to be tested
by the same man, thinking that our friend would
exaggerate his Report and be confounded by the
production of mine.

Alas ! when the Report reached me later in Washing-
ton it was so lad that my proposed line of defence
there and then fell to the ground ! . " Unfit for human
consumption " was the damning writing on the bottle.
In a letter accompanying this verdict, the British
analyst proposed a system of filtration through gravel
which would make the water innocuous until a more
radical cure could be effected. I passed on his letter
to Mr. Taft.

The sequel was amusing. The journalist brought
his terrible charge against Mr. Taft,' who, rising to standing with my back to it.he stage of De give their parties.
